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Camas has had a stable 
economic base in all its 
years as a town thanks to 
Crown Zellerbach’s mill. 

And in most of CZ’s 
years here, people have had 
a place to bank their 
money. — 

__ The Vancouver National 
Bank was one of the oldest 
banks in the county. 
’ Established in 1901, it had, 
in 1909, deposits totalling, 
$850,000. It was called “‘a 
very conservative 
institution” by the April 
1909 Coast Magazine. 

The Clarke County Bank 
of Washougal was 
established in 1905. 

Located in a rich 
agricultural area of the 
,county, CCB grew from 
_ humble beginnings and had 
_ $10,000 in assets in 1909. 
But the bank was forced to 
liquidate in the 1920s 
because of mismanagement. 

The Citizens’ State Bank 

was founded by W.A. 
Mansfield on Sept. 19, 

1919, on the corner of NE 

Fourth Ave. and Cedar St. 

In 1922, the bank moved 

into what was then the 
. McKever Iding at NE 
_ Fourth and Adams, and 11 
| years later moved across the 
| street. 
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Resources of the bank 
passed the $1 million mark 
on the statement of June 
30, 1937, a big jump from 
the $43,804 it began with. 

The Citizens’ State Bank 
sold out to the National 
Bank of Commerce — now 
Rainier Bank — in 1946. 


The Camas State Bank ” 


bégan business on Nov. 2, 


1908. The April 1909 Coast 


Se 
INTERIOR OF CAMAS 
State Bank in 1908 
showing O.F. Johnson 
(right) with his father-in- 
law Emil Bauman, who 
was a stockholder in the 
institution. 
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You could always bank 
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Magazine called it “modern 
in all respects, supplied with 
the best fixtures and has” 
one of the strongest, solid 
concrete fireproof vaults, in 
the state.” 

The Coast also said that 
the officers of the -bank 
were “Practical up-to-date 
men who have had wide 
banking and business 
experience.” The Camas 
State Bank became the First 
National Bank of Camas in 
1915, and between then and 
1919 .moved into a new 
building built by Dr. Don 
Carlos Urie at Fourth and 
Adams in Camas. 

March 9, 1933, was the 
day that President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt asked for an 
immediate grant of 
authority of all US. 
banking instutitions. This 
was known as a “bank 
holiday.” 

Camas-Washougal was 
hard-hit by the closing, but 
enough currency to pay the 
mill payroll was delivered to 
on Thursday, 
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that week which 
: “A message on the 
banking situation — to 
people of the Camas- 
Washougal district — it is 
obvious that in such a 
national crisis, no 
community can stand alone. 
We intend to comply with 
President Roosevelt’s bank 
holiday.” 


country as a whole — pf! 
course, recovered -from fi 
Depression era. ) 
Camas-Washougal is se 
by three banks — R 

National Bank, Pacifi 
National Bank a 

Washington State Bank 


associations, Riverview 
Vancouver Federal. 


But the area — and the 
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_ THE CAMAS State Bank’s new building as it looked in 1908. O,F. 
Johnson organized this bank and when the bank went “national” in 

1917 and moved into the Urie building, a second bank, Ray Dobb: 

Citizens State, rented this space from Johnson. 


